
PARAQUAT DICHLORIDE



Why the changes ?
• Paraquat Human Health Mitigation Decision1

• Disproportionately high number of deaths resulting from the 
accidental ingestion of paraquat compared to similar pesticides.”

• Accidental ingestion incidents often result from paraquat being stored 
in beverage containers, contrary to clear label language prohibiting 
transfer into other containers.”

• 17 deaths—which included children—between 2000 and 2016 from 
accidental ingestion of paraquat.

• These were the result of paraquat being illegally transferred to 
beverage containers and mistakenly consumed.

• Based on the high number and severity of human health incidents 
associated with the pesticide paraquat dichloride, EPA determined risk 
mitigation measures were necessary for pesticide products containing 
paraquat to meet the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act (FIFRA) standard for registration
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1 EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0855-0112 – December 14, 2016



Only Certified Applicators can “Use”
 Definition of “Use”

• Handling, transporting, or storing opened 
containers

• Mixing / loading
• Applying
• Cleaning / repairing equipment
• Handling and disposal of

 Excess spray mix
 Wash water
 Rinsate
 Contaminated containers
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Requirements to “Use”
 Only certified applicators can use

 Non-certified applicators will not be allowed to use Paraquat, 
even under supervision of certified applicator.
• Direct supervision is no longer an option.

 Must take Paraquat-specific training certification
 Certification is on online via www.usparaquattraining.com.
 Training must be completed every three years.
 Only in English at this time.
 Applicator should print certificate and keep on file. Does not 

need certificate to purchase. Does not need to have on 
person when making application. However, during a WSDA 
inspection, verification of certification will be requested.

 The online course records are maintained by the National 
Pesticide Safety Education Center.
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·ONLINE CERTIFICATION COURSE·



November 14, 2019
 All paraquat products must be registered with new labeling & 

supplemental warning materials or registration will be cancelled.
• No old-labeled product can be distributed by registrant after this date.

 Dealers other than the registrant may continue to sell and / or use 
existing stocks with the previously approved labeling until such 
stocks are exhausted.

November 30, 2020 (target date)
 Last day that registrants can sell or distribute products that do not 

comply with closed system requirement.
After November 2020
 Closed transfer systems must be used with new labeled 

products.

PARAQUAT DICHLORIDE – LABEL CHANGES



 Come November 2020, the new labels will require closed-system 
packaging for non-bulk containers (less than 120 gallons)1

 The paraquat registrants (except one) have formed a working 
group to develop a uniform closed system for smaller package sizes.
 Current examples of closed systems for small containers.

PARAQUAT DICHLORIDE – NOV. 2020

1 Bulk product is not subject to the closed system requirement.



A Product Package Safety Requirements 
(PPSR) Sticker will be affixed to all 
paraquat dichloride product containers.

The container cap will have a Warning
Sticker on Cap.     

A Paraquat Dichloride Safety Counter 
Card is the be distributed with all 
paraquat products at time of purchase.





OLD Label NEW Label



Additional NEW label language:
 “Do not use this product in residential or public recreational settings (e.g. 

homes, home gardens, schools, recreational parks, golf courses, and/or 
playgrounds).”

Old-labeled paraquat:
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 Growers that currently have the old-labeled paraquat 
can use up their old inventory and are not required to 
complete the online training.

 However, if you mix old paraquat product with new-
labeled paraquat product, you will be required to 
follow the NEW label restrictions and obtain the 
online certification.


